
 
STORY IDEA:   

Next Gen CEOs Emphasizing Purpose Over Profit May Be The New Profit Pioneers 
 
CEOs who overemphasize profit actually cost their companies millions, while leaders 
who put purpose before profit saw spectacular profits.  Look:    
 

 
OVEREMPHASIZED   

PROFIT  
 

 
EMPHASIZED PURPOSE  

BEFORE PROFIT  

 
Software Tampering 
  
Volkswagen stock 
plunged 50% after 
CEO Martin 
Winterkorn decided 
money was more 
important than safe 
emissions.  

 
Customer Impact  
Mike Gianoni, 
CEO of Blackbaud 
rallies his team 
around the noble 
cause of creating 
success for 
customers. He 
drove share price from $37 to $60 in under 
two years 
 

 
Price Gouging  
 
Turing 
Pharmaceuticals 
CEO Martin Shkreli, 
aka the Pharma Bro, 
got his company 
delisted by Nasdaq 
after he put profit  

ahead of patient access.  

 
Meaningful 
Relationships 
 
Ryan Holmes, CEO 
of Hootsuite, grew 
revenue 56,145% 
in five years with 
the mantra, “Our 
Noble Purpose is to 
help our clients turn their messages into 
meaningful relationships.”  
 

  
Axing Employees   
 
Hewitt Packard lost 
over half its value 
and stock fell over 
55% while Carly 
Fiorina made $100 
million by firing 

30,000 people. 
 

 
Passion & 
Happiness 
 
Bruce Poon Tip 
founder of G 
Adventures achieved 
market leadership 
with 20 years of 
25% revenue growth by igniting his team 
for helping customers discover more 
passion, purpose, and happiness.  



 
STORY IDEA:  What’s behind this new business trend of emphasizing purpose 
over profit? 
 
Your readers are hungering to read about forward-thinking CEOs and their boards who 
recognize you can’t spreadsheet your way to passion.  
 
 Interview a Key Influencer Driving This New Business Trend: Lisa McLeod 
 
The Noble Purpose movement is the brainchild of business 
consultant Lisa Earle McLeod.  McLeod developed the Noble 
Purpose methodology after her research revealed organizations 
with a purpose beyond money outperform the market by over 
350%. The three examples above are actually her clients.  
 
This would be a great story to write as it capitalizes on the 
headlines. And it shows a viable economic alternative to greed and manipulation. Lisa is 
the go to source for this trend.  A seasoned media commentator (Today & Good 
Morning America) and the sales leadership expert for Forbes.com, Lisa can provide 
hard data and compelling stories to demonstrate – Purpose drives profit, not the other 
way around.  
 
Lisa says, “We’ve made some faulty assumptions about work, and those assumptions 
are killing us.  We’ve allowed the money story to replace the meaning story. The 
narrative of earnings and bonuses that was supposed to improve employee 
performance has had the opposite effect. It has stripped the joy and meaning from work 
in ways that have a chilling effect on morale, performance, service, and ultimately profit 
itself.” 
 
These CEOs are at the forefront of the new business model profiled in McLeod’s latest 
book, Leading with Noble Purpose: How to Create a Tribe of True Believers (Wiley).    
Naming and claiming a purpose bigger than money, and making that purpose the center 
of their organizations, has produced record revenues.   
 
All CEOs and McLeod are available for an interview.  
 
Contact Info  
To schedule an interview,  
Elizabeth@McLeodandMore.com  
Elizabeth: 678-910-9818 
 
For tight deadlines,  
Lisa McLeod’s mobile: 770-298-1775 
You have permission to lift commentary directly from this press release.  


